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SECTION I: REVISIONS TO DISCIPLINES (MASTER’S)
PROPOSAL #1:
Proposed Revision Discipline: Homeland Security Organization: Rio Hondo College Academic Senate


Current Minimum Qualifications:
Add new discipline

Proposed Change:
Master’s degree in Homeland Security, Emergency Management, Emergency
Preparedness, Crises Management, Disaster Management, or Cybersecurity.
OR
the equivalent.

Rationale:
Homeland Security as a social concept has changed the American way of life since the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001. Since this event, a new cabinet level department was created—the department of Homeland Security—to address the threats and hazards to the nation. Paralleling the national efforts to operationalize Homeland Security as a professional industry was the development of academic programs to educate and train individuals in the new and merging career fields that make up the Homeland Security Enterprise. Recognized by industry and academic leaders, the call for Homeland Security education needs to be answered by a community of Homeland Security experts in a unique academic discipline. While Homeland Security is often approached from an inter- or multidisciplinary approach in educational programs, there is a consistent thread containing the unique nature and requirements of Homeland Security to be a separate discipline outside other public safety related disciplines.  

Consultation with Professional Organization
 
a. While developing the Homeland Security Degree program at Rio Hondo College, the program coordinators formed an Advisory Committee that supported the creation of the Homeland Security degree and program. Members of the Advisory Committee were comprised of officers from the Department of Homeland Security, law enforcement, and fire services. There were also members from the emergency medical services, and academicians from public safety disciplines. A copy of the minutes is attached to this proposal (Enclosure 1).

b. Rio Hondo College has been in discussions with key faculty at Citrus College and Coastline Community College about their respective Homeland Security/Emergency Management programs. The lead faculty for the Coastline Community College Emergency Management/Homeland Security program seconded this proposal. 



c. The California Chancellor’s Office Public Safety Education Advisory Committee (PSEAC) has been briefed of this proposal. The verbal feedback was positive for this proposal. The PSEAC is formed from faculty members from various colleges throughout the state that have public safety programs. 




Testimonies:
Testimonies can be in the form of written email, letters sent to the ASCCC Office, or oral testimonies made by individuals at the Fall 2018 Plenary Session.
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